Recomimendation from a
Professional Colleague

Christa McAuliffe isapplying to participate in The NASA Teacher in
Space Project. The teacher who is finally sefected will be the first U.S. private citizen
to fly on a Space Shuttle mission and will represent the entire teaching profession to
the public at large. As a professional colleague of the applicant, please comment on
the applicant’s ability to communicate effectivety, hisher creativity, teaching ability,
and capacity for being a gocd team member.

This form must be typed, single-spaced and must not exceed the space provided
on this side of the sheet. When compieted, please retumn the recommendation to the
apolicant for submissicn. Thank vou for taking the time to complete this form.

Thrista's thoughtfulness and ability to work with people. der csoper
group projects, last-minute assemblies and day-to-day classroom 2anag
an invaluable member of our team.

Christa McAulifife has been a colleague of mine for seven vears anc it 1s =
surprise that she would like to be the first private citizen in space. ZHer desire
to participate in the space program seems to be a natural a=xtension cI n2r sense =
history and her committment to the field of education. I would ta plszsad to nave
qer T2present oy proiassion oo the public at large.

At Bow Memorial School in Bow New Hampshire, a school wnich incluZzs gracses 3-2
Christa taught English and I taught World History to the szze Fctn zrzca:t:s B GO S g
ability to diagnose :the aneeds of individual students and t2 crazca2 l2zTming SITLATLITS
in which those needs could be addressed was admirable from z2nv pcint I view She
#as able to challenge bright sctudents and make sure that lcwer Zzvel sI.ients 2z3
zhe hands-on experiences which would help them to succeed.

~ Classroom space at the school was designaced by low bookcases iz z .arge sten
area. A potentially difficuit teaching environment was made :otTe manzszszdle =
rSoh aUTEng
zant mace her

m m

One of Christa's unique skills is an ability to see beyond the coniines cI her

classroom and to communicate her concerns in a positive way. While act 3ow Memorial,
she was instrumental in establishing a Faculty Advisory Committee, set :? LO éiscuss
school-wide problems and recommend constructive action to the administrazion. That
committee, under her direction, created a Discipline Policy for the schcol whizh
succeeded in turning an unruly building of 400 students into a well-orZerad learaicg
institution.

As President of our local teacher's association, Christa often impliemented

creative ways to negotiate with the School Board and to help weak teachers wirlout

them feeling threatened.
Christa is a wonderful role model for teachers. She is concermed, zapable, and
creative in her approach to educationfto people in general. I am delighzed to
recommend her to you for your space program.
f

Signature of Bcfcren;c ——_

NOTE
(Eileen O'Hara taught with Christa at Bow Memorial School, 1is
2 member of the Executive Board of NHCSS and is teaching Christa's

classes at Concord High School this year.)
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